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Hughes  Tool  Co.  has  slapped  a 
$9  rhyiion  lawsuit  agains't  former 
Nevada  aide  John  • Mgier  and 
nine,  other  persons  anocorpora- 
tions,  i charging  vast  fraud  in  their 
purchases  of  mining  claims  for 
Hughes. 

Merer  was  Hughes*  “science  ad- 
viser” in  Las  Vegas  until  Nov.  3, 
1969,  when  he  abruptly  resigned 
and  announced  he  would  form  an 
environmental  research  foundation: 

Robert  Maheu,  then  chief,  of 
Hughes/  Nevada  Operations,  in  a 
statement  following  the  resignation,  , 
sraid  Meier,  “had  made  a signifi- 
cant contribution  to  > the  Nevada 
Division  of  Hughes  T90I  Co:M  •> 
i^Maheu  a year  later  was  fired  by 
thg  Toob  Col,  - 

l tMeifer  is  ixfw~a‘  ^"andrdsTe  for^e, 
U S.  Senate  in  New  Mexico.  Laal, 
itionth  he  was  called  as  a withes s; 
before  a Federal  Grand  Jury  in 
New  York  investigating  thc;  Cl  iff  ordl 
Jurying,  autobiography  hoax;  ?>  *. 
;The  *uit.  fOed  in  U.8.,  District  Court 
hi  Salt  Lake  City,  nllegfed  Meier-  and-  the 
After  defendants  cheated  Hugfte$  out  of 
«verfil  million  dollars  through  their  pur- 
chases of  Nevada  mining  properties  /fir 
him.  1 ’ , n ,?r  ‘ 7 / .Jr 

■‘Hughes  reportedly  paid  $18  milfiwi'.for 
old  nidhing  claims  and  woiited  out,ilver 
leaned  after  he.  moved  beif  In 
are  probably  worth  kw  than  if®, too 
today,  according  fr.a  Hughes  spokesman. 

; Other  defendants  In  the  huit  are*  John 
R SuckHrig,  Meier's  Los, Angeles-based 
attorney ; Anthony  Hatsis,  a friend  and* 
confidant  of  Meier  in  Salt  Lake'^Clty; 
Charles  W.  Adams,  E.  B.  Walsum,  To- 
ledo Mining  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  of 
which  Hfltsi?  is  president; 1 Globe-  Ihc.,1 
MalagaJftVfiatmfcnts.,Lt^;  Inrespro  JLtdJ 

Stating  that’  more  it»M  *3  milium  #»s 
paid  to  the  defendants,  tile 
leged  they  conspired  to  stfi  mining  claims 
lo  Hughes  at  prices  "far  in  excess  of  the 
talue  ot  the-  properties/1  . 

Th^  suil  also  claimed  Meier  and  the 


other  defendants,  "acting*  with  corrupted 
agents  of  Hughes  Tool  Co;,  purported  to 
locate,  mlnifig  claims  on  worthless  feder- 
al lands  and  lands  not' open  to  mining 
location;* 

The  complaint  asked  the  court  . for  an 
ju*?nunting  of  alj  money  received  by* 
Hughes  Tool  in  the  mining  claims  dealsJ 
^ Jt  'also  asjeed*  for  a judgment  against', 
thb  defendants  for  restitution  of  all  prof-< 
its! and  benefits  realized  by  them.  • 

Tbe  sujt  apparently  did  hot  involve  an 
ofUhe  hundreds  of  mining  claims  ao 
.qtured  by  Hughes  ip  Nevada,  but  was 
understood  to  have  labeled  more  than 
40  in  the  alleged  fraud  and  conspiracy.! 
r;  Meier  .could  not  be  reached  for  com-l 
ment  on  the  lawsuit.  An  aide  in  Albu- 

Califdtnla  raising  funds  for  his  political 
camp^gn.  j't  ; M 

When  Mejor  was  .called  before  the  fed-* 
eral  grand, Jury  probing  the  Irving  auto- 
biography of  Hughes,  government  law- 
yers were  said  to  have  questioned  him 
about  dealings  with  Irving  regarding  bi- 
iograpH-* »' Jf  *.1  Hughes.  v 

Meier  tiaR  refused  comment,  on  the 
Irving  affair,  other  thqn  to  say  he  never 
met  the  author.*  > • P ,i#f  ) 

On  New  Year’s  Eve  In  J9M  lit  Laaj 
Vegas,  tiatsis . hosted  a lavish  party  in; 
a $500  a day  penthouse  suite  at  the  In-) 
ternational,  now  the  Hilton  Hotel.  Meier 
was  among  .the  pearly  150  guests.  1 
Hatsis  is  well  jinown  in  Salt  Lake*  City* 
real  estate  and  mining  circles.  He  and 
a brother  also  operate  a popular  supper 
club  there.  ‘ v.  * 


In  August,  1971,  Dean  Elson,  a>  format- 
Hdghes  senirity  advisor  for  Maheu, 
hinted  that  many  of  the  mining  claims 
bought  by  Hughes  were  overpriced.  ■ 
Elson  is  a former  special  ageqt  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  in  charge 
of  Ihe  Las  VegEs  office.  He  resignedj 
^(w>m*the  FBJrto  work  Jot*  Mnheu,  hjpr, 
self  artormiic  FBI  agent.  / 1 

Mateu  Is; 'now  "suing  HughPSyfor  $50 
million,  claiming- breach  of  ifdmract  in; 
his  DrrenV  ^tu^BEy  Dy  Hijghgs’ 
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